With the passing of Dr. Dieter Sturhan we lose an exceptional scientist, nematologist colleague, and a precious friend.
Marta Lišková, Zuzana Vasilková
Dr. Dieter Sturhan was born on 30 th September 1936 in Meerbeck in Lower Saxony, and died on 29 th November 2017 in Muenster. He studied zoology, botany, and geography at Universities of Kiel, Munich, and Erlangen. He acquired his PhD. in 1962, and in the same year started working at the Institute for Nematology of the Biological Centre for Agriculture and Forestry in Muenster where he worked with small breaks until his retirement. His work abroad was quite extensive, he acted long-term as a consultant for nematology in German government's projects in several foreign countries. Within international scientifi c cooperation with foreign countries, he worked on nematological research projects with many nematologists including us in Slovakia. In his life-long nematological research, Dr. Sturhan focused on diagnostics, taxonomy, biology, ecology and geographic expansion of soil and plant nematodes, in particular of phytopathologically important parasitic plant nematodes. These included mainly plant nematodes of the Longidoridae, Trichodoridae, Heteroderidae, Meloidogynidae, and Aphelenchoididae families. His extensive publishing work refl ects the preciseness and strenuousness of Dr. Sturhan's scientifi c work, and it is a source of knowledge for generations of nematologists around the world.
